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Special Education Issues 
Being an Effective Advocate for all our Youth  

  

Part 1: Framing our discussion 

a. What is the purpose of the Federal Special Education Law?  

b. What is the new “Every Student Succeeds Act”? 

c. What are the benefits to your client – the parent or the child? 
 

 

Part II : Rights: 

a. What are the child‟s rights?  

b. What are the parent‟s rights? 

c. What are the rights of each when DCS is involved? 

d. What documents insure that the rights of the student are protected? 

e. What if a child does not qualify for special education services – do they have rights? 
 

 

Part III : Ethical concerns and implications 

a. 
Rule 1.0 „The Client-Lawyer Relationship‟ – who exactly is your client – what is your role? GAL 

or Child‟s attorney? 

b. 
Rule 1.1 Competence – do you need a special education certification to be competent to handle 

these cases? 

c. Rule 1.3 Diligence – how deeply do you need to look into these issues? 

d. Rule 1.6 Confidentiality – how much can you share with the school or other entities? 

e. Rule 1.14 – What if your client is unable to aid in their defense – „Client Under a Disability?” 

 
 

Part IV : 

Case Example and Discussion – In your assigned role, how would you advocate for your 

client?  


